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[3] Solar panel and component pricing has dropped, which has been good for
installations during the past decade. However, electricity prices had to increase,
due to the variable nature of solar (and wind resources), which is bad for those
with a high electric usage, and especially ominous for those with an all-electric
home. This concern is underscored in a 2019 study discussing the unreliable
nature of solar (and wind), which makes electricity more expensive. A team of
economists from the University of Chicago found that Renewable Portfolio
Standards (RPS) “significantly increase average retail electricity prices, with
prices increasing by 11% (1.3 cents per kWh) seven years after the policy’s
passage into law and 17% (2 cents per kWh) twelve years afterward.” In
California, these increases in electricity rates are much higher. In fact, to add
insult to injury, new homeowners of these experimental all-electric homes saw
their utility bills increase by a further $172 during 2020. Electric rates were

already increased by 2.7% as of January 15' and then increased another 8.8%

on August 15t. This translated into an additional $132 increase for all
homeowners’ electric bills in addition to the $40 annual increase started in

January. More rate increases for electricity arrived on January 1%, another 9.2
percent for Sonoma Clean Power customers. Meanwhile, PG&E customers saw a
decrease in their natural gas rates.

[4] In this submission, the fourth of four 1-pagers is attached, highlighting the
advantages of natural gas cooktops over induction cooktops. Previously, the
advantages of furnaces over heat pumps for space heating was presented,
natural gas dryers over their electric counterparts was offered, and natural gas

water heaters over heat pump water heaters was highlighted.



Advantages of Natural Gas Cooktops Over Induction Ones

Availability (which could be “fixed” through government decree

telling stores what to sell)

Lower appliance cost

No need to purchase new pots or pans

Operates during a power outage for cooking and boiling water

No electric-magnetic fields, which some believe to be a health hazard
Lower heat emission and better temperature control

No indoor air quality issues if range hood is properly installed

Digital meat thermometers don’t work (so, find your analog thermometer)
Spare parts availability and greater reliability

Gas cooktops have been, on average, about $900 less costly than induction cooktops.

“It is true that electric water heaters and induction cooktops will not be working in a
power failure . . . most older models of gas stoves can be lit manually during a power
outage . ..” — BayRen

[RKK: My 2018 KitchenAid gas cooktop was used during PG&E’s numerous PSPS]

“Lack of energy diversity removes individual
choice and independence.”
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